














Daniel Chose God’s Way- Daniel 1

Some people say: do what makes you 
happy 

God says: My plan for you is even better.

Today’s Point: God’s plan is best.



What is
 integrity?



Why was 
Judah, God’s 
people taken 
into captivity?

Had God 
kept his 
word?







•How would act if you were in a place that 
nobody knew your name?

•Nobody, not even your parents,  would 
judge your decisions?

•You could do anything you wanted to do, 
and nobody would judge you.







The opinion: I’m going to do 
what makes me happy, because 
that is going to give me the most 
pleasure. No one can judge me. 
It’s my life.







1. Satan will try to culturalize your beliefs and 
obscure any identity of opposing foundation   

•Where is the 
standard? What is 
going to guide the 
person on what to 
think and how to live?



A. Chooses young men to indoctrinate and 
immerse in the Chaldean culture 

culturalize



B. Convert them to the gods/religion of Babylon

If they ate the food, they would be 
showing allegiance to the foreign gods



The nine most well-known Babylonian 
deities are Ishtar, Nabu, Apshu, Shamash, 
Ea, Tiamat, Nergal, Marduk, and Adad,



C. Change their names/identity to honor pagan gods. 

Daniel- God is my judge

Hananiah- God is gracious

Mishael- Who is like God?

Azariah- helped by God

Belteshazzar- protect the 
life of the King

Shadrach- commander of 
Aku, associated with god of 
the moon

Meshach- guest of a king, 
obscure 

Abednego- servant of 
Nabu, pagan god



2. Daniel resolves to honor God in a 
pagan land.



A. Daniel honors God with his desire for holiness



Here is the contrast

10 yet he said to Daniel, “My lord the 
king assigned your food and drink. I’m 
afraid of what would happen if he saw 
your faces looking thinner than those 
of the other young men your age. You 
would endanger my life with the king.” 

Daniel wants to 
honor God

Guard only worries 
about himself



B. Daniel loves God with his mind- holistically 
12 “Please test your servants for 10 
days. Let us be given vegetables to 
eat and water to drink. 13 Then 
examine our appearance and the 
appearance of the young men 
who are eating the king’s food, and 
deal with your servants based on 
what you see.” 14 He agreed with 
them about this and tested them 
for 10 days. 



C. Daniel shows his allegiance by obeying God’s 
standard

13 Then examine our appearance 
and the appearance of the young 
men who are eating the king’s food, 
and deal with your servants based 
on what you see.” 14 He agreed 
with them about this and tested 
them for 10 days. 



3. God blesses His faithful children 

15 At the end of 10 days they looked 
better and healthier than all the young 
men who were eating the king’s food. 
16 So the guard continued to remove 
their food and the wine they were to 
drink and gave them vegetables. 



A. God blessed them with discernment.

17 God gave these four young men knowledge 
and understanding in every kind of literature and 
wisdom. Daniel also understood visions and 
dreams of every kind. 18 At the end of the time 
that the king had said to present them, the chief 
official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 



B. God blessed them with courage 
and a wider level of influence.

18 At the end of the time that the king had said 
to present them, the chief official presented 
them to Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king 
interviewed them, and among all of them, no 
one was found equal to Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah. So they began to serve in 
the king’s court.



B. God blessed them with courage 
and a wider level of influence.

So they began to attend the king. 20 In every matter 
of wisdom and understanding that the king 
consulted them about, he found them ten 
times[g] better than all the magicians and 
mediums in his entire kingdom.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=daniel+1&version=CSB


C. God preserves the faithful to the end. (85-90 yrs)

21 Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus.

In this chapter believers are shown that those who are 
faithful to God will reap divine blessings, a truth that 
should be an encouragement to Christians today.





Why not resolve 
to live for Christ 

today?




